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BAPTISTS GATHER
III tHNUIiFJ

The General Association
of Virginia Me3ts at

Charlottesviile.

WILLIAM eLLYSON
FOR PRESIDENT

Large Richmond Delegation Ar¬

rives.Interesting' Preliminary
Service . The Annual
Sermon . An Ad¬

dress of Wel¬
come.

(Special from a Staff Correspondent.)
ÇHARLOTT/58V1LLE, VA. November

IG..Right upon the mountainside, in

plain view of the spot from which I am

now writing·, thcro was many long years

«Bo a little Haptlst church~a building
mado of loss and chlnkc-d with red clay.
Thomas Jefferson, then a young man,

used to attend the meetings held in this

church. One day he read over tho short

constitution and by-laws of that little

church, and in after years, after lie had

written the Declaration of Independence,
after he had written the major part of

the Constitution of the United Suites, he
dt-clareel In a letter, which is still In exist¬
ence, that ho obtuined his llrst Ideas
of a pure democratic-republican form of
government from tho government and
the constitution and by-laws of that little
Baptist church located on the mountain
overlooking the town of Charlottesvllie.
Under the shadow of that mountain,

and In plain view of the ground upon
which that little log church stood, the
fifty-second annual session of the Bap¬
tist General Association of Virginia Is
now being held.

Pure Democracy.
It is really the one hundred and fif¬

tieth Stato gathering of Baptists, but
ihe body has been known by its present
name only fifty-two years. Nevertheless,
whatever of changes there may have
been, the Baptists have never changed
their form of government, and to-day It
Is as pure'a democracy as It-was when
Mr. Jefferson copied after it tó form the
greatest government under the sun,
Four hundred to five hundred dole-

gates from the local churches in Virginia,
each of which is a democratic govern¬
ment of itself, have arrived in Cliar-
lottcsvllle ¦within tho last twenty-four
hours to attend the annual State meeting.
The only preliminari· meeting held to-day-
was that of the bpard of trustees of the
Orphanage, located at Salem. The work
of the post year was reviewed ejid a

most gratifying exhibit was made.
The association was called to order at

7:30 o'clock, and after a preliminary
service, conducted by tho president, Judge
?\\ W. Moffett, of Salem. the annual ser¬
mon was preached by Rev. J. L. RoBser,
of Grove Avenue Baptist Church, Rich¬
mond. This was followed by an nddress
nf welcome by Dr. Turpln, of Charlottes¬
vllie, anil a response by Rev. R. A.
"Williams, and then the association was
regularly organized for business. The
association will meet at 9 o'clock to¬
morrow morning and hold three sessions
during the tla/y and night.

The Proceedings.
At 7:30 o'clock, when Judge \V. \V.

Moffett. the president of the association,
called the body to order, fully four hun¬
dred delegates were In their seats and
the commodious edifice of the First Bap¬
tist Church was packed with people.
The gallery had been reserved for tho
girls of the RawIIngs Institute, and they
filled It to overflowing. Judge Moffett
le-d the preliminary devotional exercises,
iisslsted by Dr. W. F. Dunnwny, Dr.
W. A. Hatcher and other?. Rev. J. p.
Rosser, tho young association pastor of
the Grove Avenue Baptist Church, of
Richmond, who had been appointed to
preach the annual sermon, took for his
te-xt the twelfth and thirteenth verses of
the forty-eighth Psalm': "Walk about
/.Ion. and bo around about her and tell
Ihe toweis about her." The brilliant
young minister said his text simply meant
find the truth and then tell It to every¬
body. The sermon was ¡it once nn at¬
tack upon atheism and scientific ngnos-
lli.lsm, so-called, and a strong nnd elo¬
quent presentation of the simple truth
of God In Christ. Tho three elements
of the perfect equipment of the preacher
are flod's promises, the gift of the Spirit
and the sovereignty of God, were ably
presented nnel the conclusion that against
Ihe.'HO no power can prevail, thrilled tho
vast audience.

Officers Elected.
Immediately after tho sermon the as¬

sociation nt once proceeded to business
nini tho first business was the election
of officers, which elect tun resulted as

follows: President- William Ellyson, of
Richmond; Vice-Presidents, George A.
.Schmolz, of Hampton; Rev, II. W. Trib¬
bio, of Charlottesvllie·; Rev. J, T, lion-
¿arson, of Bristol; Major ?. T. Gtintc-r,
of Aocomac; Secretary, Rov. Hugh 0.
Pmlth, of Appomattox; T'l.iasurer, B, A.
Jacobs; Auditor, J. B. Montgomery, of
Richmond; H, Theodore Kllyson, assist¬
ant secretary. Kev. Dr. John B. Turpln,
tho pastor of the First Church, made an
earnest address of welcome, which was

responded to by Rev. H. Aubroy "Wil¬
liams, of Freriertcltsburg.
After the election of officers the as¬

sociation adjourned until 0 o'clock to¬
morrow morning·.
Tho attendance, "upon this annual meet¬

ing Is very largo, but Chailottesvlllo's
proverbial hospitality Is equal to Ilio
»mergenoy, and Ihe people tiro outdoing
themselves in tho matter or entertaining.

The Meeting Place.
The nieiotlnir in hullHV hehl il)

¡he First Bnptlst Church; of which Rov.
pr. J. B. Turpln is iho pastor, The
church edlllc-c la a new one, completed
within tlit* past two years, and Is a mod-
»rn, up-to-dato struulure, arranged with
»very possible convenience for general
worship and for Sunday school work.
There are ample class rooms, which
are buing used now for committee rooms
and In all respects it Is an Ideal building
In which to hold it State meeting of even
po large a body us iho Baptist General
Association, Many dolegates came In last

(Continued on .Third Pagel) \
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?jume
Makes a Feeling Address

to the Third Class
of Cadets.

DRAWS A PAPER
'

FOR SIGNATURES
Will Not Give Out the Contents

Until It is Approved By
the1 Board of Vis¬
itors.The Of¬
fending Let¬

ter.

(SpfccUtl to The Times-Dispatch.)
LEXINGTON, '· VA., Nov. ?ß.-A' rift

has heen made in the clouds that for
several week« haVe hung over tho Vir¬
ginia Military Institute, and at last tho
sunshine lia« been let In. Governor Mon¬
tague spent to-day at tho institute, and
as a result of his visit It Ib reliably
said that u. happy solution of the situa¬
tion with reieience to the .'oaiti-uouud
thirteen" has boen reached. Tim Gov¬
ernor met the third class this afternoon
In a body, and made a touching address
to tho young mon. They were visibly
affected, and at his Insluncc the whole
class signed a paper which he prepared,
the exact contents of which cannot be
learned, but from Information obtained
from several alurnni of the school, It Is
beîleved lhat 'It will undoubtedly be
considered as sufficient to meet the re-

uulrementg of the board of visitors.

Will Not Be Given Out.
The exact contents of the paper will

not be given out until approved by the I
president and members of the board of j
visitor» The following gentlenun oc- (
companled Governor Montagne, former

Lieut-Governor Joseph E. Willard, Stale
Senator Henry T. Wlckham, of Rich¬
mond; Colonel Tazewell Eliett. of Rich¬
mond and New York, and Mr. Ritchie,
the Governor's private secretary. The
Governor and his party lield interviews
In the forenoon with the. individual mem¬

bers of the third class.

The Offending Letter.
Following 1b a copy of the much talked

of paper presented to General Shipp by
the third claau on November 2d, in which

they threatened to leave' the school unless
food condition· (Improved, jan* which
consUtüted what the board of visitors
regarded as a, breach of discipline. The
paper war nlKOed by twenty-three corpo¬
rals and seventy-eight privates.

Virginia Military Institute.
Lexington. Va., Nov. 2. 1905.

To Adjutant Virginia.Military Institute,
Lexington, Va.:

Sir,.We, the undersigned members of
the third class, do hereby pledge our¬

selves, and certify that If there Is not a

decided change in the food at the mess

hall by Monday, November Oth, we will
resign as cadets of the Virginia Military'
Institute. Very respectfully,

(Signed)
Special Train.

Governor Montague reached Lexington
this morning on a special Train, and left
to-night on his return to Richmond.
He notified General Shlpp last night of
his contemplated visit, whi*h was of a

private nature, In order to use his in¬
fluence and good offices In bringing aljout
harmony at the Virginia Military Insti¬
tute.

GOVERNOR COMING.

Will Arrive in the City From
Lexington On Early Train.

Governor Montague was expected back
from Lexington last night, but ho d'd not
arrive. He communicated with the man¬
sion, however, and said ho would return
here on an early train this morning, ar¬

riving at S:S0 o'clock.
The Governor came down to Lynchburg

last night, and took the night train there
for Richmond. A great deal of Interest Is
being manifested here In the outcome of
the V. *M. I. troubles on which Governor
Montague went up to take a hand,
With Governor Montague at Lexington

yesterday were former Lieutenant-Gov¬
ernor Willard, a graduate of the V. M, I.;
Colonel Tazewell Eilet, of New York, and
Hon Henry T. Wi*Vham.
Tho Governor will bo In his office In the

Executive Department to-day.

New Michigan Bishop,
(llv Associated Press.)

DETROIT MICH., November 18..Very
Rev. Charles D. Williams, dean of Trin¬
ity Cathedral. Cleveland, was elected
b'shop of the Protestant Episcopal Dio¬
cese of Michigan on tho second ballot
of the Diocesan Convention this after¬
noon.

SILL CONDUCTOR
JUMPS A BIG NEGRO

Darkey Wouldn't Pay Fare and
Wanted to Leave Car.

Plucky Citizen.
Georgo Strickland, a negro laborer em¬

ployed at Stumpfs brewery, wus ar¬

rested last night by Officer C. J. stock-

mar for creating a disturbance and using
bad language on Clay*Street car No, 314.
Strickland boarded the car, and after

riding for some distance refused to pay
his faro, saying he would leave the car.

Conductor J. Long placed him under
arrest, but the negro attempted to holt.
Conductor Long, a small man, jumped on

bis back and called upon Mr. B. M. Eppoa
for assistance, The negro waa hold a

prisoner on tho platform. Anpther negro

atundlng by oponed the iron gate of tho

platform «nd yellpd to tho prisoner to

run. This |io did, but Mr. Eppes pursued,
knocked him down and sat upon him until

Officer Stockmar appeared. The amo

¦will come up In the Police Court thin

morning,

BROTHERS DIE I«
QUICK StiCCESSlOH

Messrs. Jos. R. and John Priddy
Pass Away

Here.

ONLY AN HOUR'S DIFFERENCE

One to'Lie in Hollwood; the
Other in Han¬

over.

A case highly remarkable in its very
eadnesB is to be found In the death,
-within an hour of each other yesterday
morning of two brothers.Messrs. Joseph
R. and John Priddy.whose lives ebbed
out in hospitals separated by only a few
blocks. Tho former had been ill at the
Memorial Hospital for a long time, while
the latter was taken to the Retreat for
the Sick only a few weeks ago.
While friends and loved ones were min¬

istering to the yet unchilled body of tho
one, the grim monster wrapped the other
in its'cold embrace, and before the sad
n6ws of the death of one had spread
far beyond the death chamber, the terri¬
ble tidings came that the other was no
more. There are a number of coinci¬
dences connected with the death of the
two men, both widely and popularly
known here and In Hanover county,
where they were born and reared.
There was just one year's difference

In their ages; they died within exactly
an hour of one another, aad hospitals
where they breathed their last are in
plain view of each other.
Mr. Joseph Priddy died at the Memorial

HospItHl at S:40 A. M. and precisely at
10:40 his brother passed away at the
Retreat.

Bom in Hanover.
The Messrs. Priddy were born In Han¬

over county, and are survived by their
aged mother, now over eighty years, who
resides at Ashland, and two brothers,
Messrs. W. 0. Priddy, of this city, and
E. D. Priddy, of Boyklns, Va. '

Mr. Joseph Priddy never married, while
his brother was a widower, leaving ono
son, Mr. J. S. Priddy, of Hanover coun¬
ty. The former will be laid to rest in
Hollywood this afternoon, nnd tho latter
In Hanover to-morrow.
Joseph R. Priddy, for years the senior

member of the fancy grocery concern of
Priddy Brothers, on East Broad Street,
which was discontinued some years ago.
The firm was one of tho oldest and most
widely known in the city in Its time.
Joseph R. Priddy was born in Hanover

county fifty-seven years ago, and was,
»ince U* retirement from business on
hie own account, and" up to the time of
his illness, some months ago,' in the

fContinued on Eighth Pago,)

DYING. SAYS MARRIAGE
SEBVICEWITHFIAKCE

Strange Wedding With No Min¬
ister, Held at Girl's

Deathbed.
(Special to The Times-Dispatch.)

BALTIMORE, MD., Nov. ?ß.-There was

laid in her grave to-day Miss Lula Lout,
a. prominent young member of St. Mich¬
ael's and All-Angels' Protestant Episco¬
pal Church, who died on the ove of her
wedding, and who, not to bo cheated 'bf
her flanco, married herself to Herbert W.
Brentley, an electrical engineer, on her
death bed last Monday. On Sunday night
her physicians agreed that death was
only ,a «mention of a short timo. When
aha learned that ahe could not live sho
asked her dance, who was at lier bed¬
side, to put on the wedding rlnfa- and go
through the marriage service with her.
Mr. Bûiiiley slipped the engagonient

ring from the girl's finger and put on
the marriage ring, repeating tho wordH
of the service with faltering voice. A
few minutes Inter tho bride expired.

OUTBREAKH ·

il TAKE PLACE
Revolution Appears to Be

Not Dangerously
Near.

WITTE APPEALS
TO THE WORKMEN

Tells Them to Go to Work and
Not Listen to Bar! Advice.

Thatiithe Newly Elected
Ministry of Trade
Will Ameliorate

Conditions.

(By Associated Press.)
ST. PETERSBURG, Nov. 16..Count

"Witte decided to-day to make a personal
appeal to the workmen, and drafted the
following, which was sent to all the fac¬
tories, mills and other works and posted
throughout the Industrial section:
"Brother Workmen,.Get to your work;

cease making disturbances, and have pity
on your wives and children. Do not listen
to bad advice. The emperor has ordTu*Sd
us to devote special attention to the
labor question. For this purpose His
Majesty has created p. ministry of trade
and commerce, which must especially
seek to establish just re.atlons between
workmen and employers. Have patience.
All that is possible will bo done for you.
Listen to the advice of a man who sym¬
pathizes with you and wishes you well.

(Signed) "WITTE."
When the above appeal was read to

the workmen at the Westinghouse works,
tho lenders replied:
"Witte promises us a soft bed, but in

the meantime we must sleep on a hard
one."
Like the worlcrrren of other fnctorles,

the Westinghouse employes informed the
manager that the strike would pr"ceed
until Saturday, when It would be decided
whether to continue it or call it off.

COUNTRY FAILS
TO JOIN IN STRIFE

(By Associated Press.)
ST. PETERSBURG, Nov. 17.2:20 A.

M..Though the Industrial tie-up In St.
Petersburg yesterday was even more com-

(Conltntieel on Third Page.)

THE WEATHER.
Forecast: Virginia.Fair Friday and

Saturday; fresh northwest winds.
North Carolina.Fair Friday nnd Satur¬

day; fresh west winds.

Conditions Yesterday.
Richmond's weather was partly cloudy

and cold. Range of tho theremometor:
fl ?. M.i2 6 ?, M.m

12 M.<*> ·· P. M....52
3 P. M.·>! Vi mldnglht.50

(Average.49 2-8.)
Highest temperature yesterday.65
Lowest temperature yesterday. 40
Mean temperatura yesterday. 48
Normal temperature yesterday. 4Ü
Departure from normal temperature.... 01

Thermometer Thii Day Last Year
8 ?. M.f. g ?-M.4312 M.W ..?·,?.45
3 p.M.W 1¿ midnight.45

(Average.,vl7 1-6,)

Conditions in Important Cities.
(At 8 P. M., Eaatum Time,)

rince. "»er, »l«fh. T. WuaUier.
Ai-guHta . *?. TO clear
Atlanta, Oa.. 6« ß< olear
«ufíiilo. ?. ?. " « cloudy
Charleston,."J _\ Citar
Clilcatro, I"··. « «rtaln
Cincinnati. O.. « « 1' cloudy
Detroit, Mich. \\ f Clear
Kaiieaa City. « «J Clear
Mobile . l_ 11 Clear
Now Orietta»'. . 78 Clear
New York City. « « rtaln
Norfolk, Va. «g f Rain
Pittsburg, l'a. j» _\ Rein
r-ulelgli ···;;. ?? î" ««In
St. Lou.». Mo. ?ß OS cioar
Washington . * H R«ln

Miniature Almanac
November 17, 1906

Sun rises. 6:62 HIGH TIDE.
Bun sots. ':6J Morning.7:67
Moon riues.... 8;<lt hvewlug.,.eoa

EMI
ES H

Argument Ends and Court Will
Take Weeks to Consider

Question.

WILL GO TO HIGHEST COURT

Few Doubt That Supreme Court
Will Be Asked to Give Opin¬

ion in Matter.

After having listened to argument for
and against annexation and having had
the statute and i-he Constitution expanded
in different lights, Judge Garnett, oí

Mathews county, yesterday afternoon ad¬
journed the special term of the Hen-

rlco Circuit Court and went home to
consider the vexatious matter beforo ren¬

dering an opinion.
For eight days ho has heard tho cbn-

tentions of both sides. Scores of books

j citing authorities on the subject of an-
! r/exation and also bearing upon the con-

stltutionallty of the act which provides
for the carrying into effect of the con¬

stitutional provision for municipal expan¬
sion will be forwarded at onco to Judge
Garnett, and his decision will be made
known before Christmas.
When the case closed yesterday after¬

noon at 3 o'clock Judge Garnett from the
bonch thanked the members of the bar
for their kindness, and said that of all
men he liked to meet It was those who
practiced law.
"I have enjoyed .listening to the argu-

ment of such learned men," said the
Judge, "and I shall make every effort
to give you an opinion by Christmas.
I have enjoyed my stay In the capital
city, and leave here with some degree
of regret."
Judge Garnett will on Mondny begin

the dockot In his circuit. Ho will be
busy for some weeks, unless If Is poa-
rlble for him to secure, the services of
a,i nrsoclate judge to help him with the
wrrk, , |

Ir deciding the question of the demur-
r Ts entered by the Henrlco authorities
against the constitutionality of the act
by which certain Henrlco territory Is to
tu annexed to Richmond, he will have
t} pas.-i upon several authorities bearing
U'iou tho question,

Go to Highest Court.
Be his opinion against the statute or

supporting It, tho cuse will eventually
reeeh the Supreme Court. Hero It wnl
b.i threshed out upon Its legal standing-,
and, If decided by this tribunal favor-
al.iy to Richmond, the evidence In the
rentiers of fact will be argued. Thla

(Continued on Eighth Page.)

SEVEN MEI KILLED;
II

Buckeye Powder Works Adds to

the Daily Reports of Ex¬

plosion Accidents.
(By Associated Press.)

PEORÍA, ILL., Nov. Iti.-Three explo¬
sione at the Buckeye Powder Works, 12
miles from here, wrecked the works mis

afternoon, and seven men are reported
to have been killed outright. Almost a

scoro of others are reported missing.

ADMIRAL THINKS RAM
AN OBSOLETE WEAPON

NEW YORK, November Id..The So¬
ciety of Naval Architecte and M'arino
Engineers began ita thirteenth general
meeting hero to-du.y.
Admiral Francie T. Bowles, former

chlof constructor, United States navy,
commentine 0!1 U)0 Utility of fast cruis¬
ers declared the great problem was how
to get speed without sacrificing dofenslve
armor. Before the desired resu^ could
U« obtained, ho said," automatic stokers
must he poricoted or oil fuel and tho
turbino engine adopted, The rum he
considered an obsolete weapon In mtval
warfare, and thought that If it wero
abandoned the construction of ship.» could
b« changed to sfMdlor linei*.

PEOPLE PRAYED;
[S

Awful Fire Stifles Sup¬
plications of Five

Italians.

POLICE BELIEVE
BLACK HAND'S WORK

Pathetic Scene Follows What is

Thought to Be Terrible Re¬

venge of Gang oí Black¬
mailers, Which Arc

Operating in
New York.

(By Associated Press.)
NEW YORK, Nov. 18..At least five

persons were burned to death In an Ital¬

ian tenement house fire at 2a EaaC Sev¬

enty-third street early to-day. The house

was six floors high and the sleeping ten¬

ants on the live upper floor» were made

prisoners by flame, with the ground floor

a roaring furnace beneath, thorn.
Three of those who lost their lives were

kneeling In prayer when the Are reached
them. Within tho flrst hour after the lire

was under control the bodies of three

women and two men had been taken
from tho stairways between the second
and third lloors. The police believe that

the lire was started by an incendiary.
It began in a heap o£ rubbish at the

bottom of an nlr shaft and spread
through the Interior of a grocery store

on the ground floor.

Fire Escaped Packed.
A policeman was the first person to

see the lire. Just at it had begun to creep
up the nlr shaft. Ho ran into tho build¬
ing pounding on the hall doors all the
way up tn the sixth floor to waken/the
tenants. The fire followed him so swift¬
ly that when he reaches the top floor he
was obllgod to send the tenants there
out the lire escape exits to savo them
from suffocation. Within a few moments,
on all tho floors below, the fire escapes
were packed with persons whom tho
flames had cut oft from escape by the In¬
terior stairways.
When the lire department arrived With

Its ladders nearly every one on the fire-
escapes was kneeling in prayer. Adding
to tho pathos of the .sceno was the action
of the men,-who stood with their arms
lull" of personal' possessions while their
wives fought, unaided, to protect their
children from being trampled by the
crowd or suffocated by smoko. Everyone
on the flre-escapes was saved by the Aro¬
men.

The Dead.
The first group of dead was found on a

stairway near the second floor. On tho
next stairway above tho firemen found
the bodies of two women and three men
who had evidently knelt together where
they died. The dead are:.
GUISEPPI RANDAZZO.
ANTONIO LOREA.
CALVATORE TIAZZA.
SANTA TIAZZA.
ANTONIO SELARDE.
The lessee of the house told the police

to-day that the "Black Hand" society had
recently sent him letters demanding $2,000.
Although the demanda did not state what
the penalty was to bo for refusing to pay
the money, the police have begun an in¬
vestigation on the belief that the fire was
6tarted by the writer of tho letters.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
, ABANDON FOOT-BALL
(By Associated'Press.)

SAN JOSE, CAL., ?'???. It!..The student
body of tho San Jose HIrIi hcIioo] yielded
yesterday to tho afiltntlon against footbiui
and pasBod resolutions biirrlng the name
till moro Bti-Ingent rules are enacted. Every
nehool in the county ras abandoned foot·
ball because of the death of Clarence Von-
Bokelcn, from Injuries received In the an¬

nual game a week ago lnst Saturday he-
tween tho Sun Jose nnd Santa Clara high
HChooln.

| -.-

FIRE CREATES PANIC
AT LABOR MEETING

(By Associated Press.)
PITTSBURG, Nov. ?ß.-There was a

slight panic among the delegates attend¬
ing tho American Federation of Labor
convention at Old City Hall to-day caused
by tho decorations In the rear of the hall
taking flro from some unknown cause.

A rush was made for the lire exits, but
quiet waa soon restored by President
Gompers rapping loud for order. The
flro burned Itsolf out In a few moments
and the convention resumed tho trans¬
action of business. No one was injured.

WITH NECK BROKEN
HE LIVES IS

Death of Philadelphia Man Dis¬
closes Wonderful Case of

Remaining Alive.
(By Associated Pross.)

PHILADELPHIA, PA·, November 16.-

WVtli the death of George' Handforth.

twenty-eight years old, at tho Methodist

Hospital to-day, ended what Is said to

be tho most remarkable case of survival
of a broken nock known In the annalH
of medicine and surgery.
For fifteen niontlm tho injured man

lay on air and water mattresses, suffer¬
ing no pain, unable to movo any muscle

excepting those In his forearms, always
consclou», hut gradually wasting away.
From a strong, stalwart man, weigh¬

ing liii pounds, Handforth weighed at tho
timo of hie duath only thirty-four pounds.
Handforth wae employed at the At¬

lantic Refining Company''«« plant. On
August 1, 1804, ho fell from the top or u

tank and struck the ground on his hack,
Urauturir.g th« fifth and sixth v*rt*bra«,

1 DEKIES
HELDLEAD

E
IPE

Claims He Never Threat¬
ened the Mer cantile

Trust Charter.

"NO TRUTH IN THAT
SO HELP ME GOD."

Former Governor Savs He Knew
There Was a Bill Pending
to Repeal Trust Charter,

' But Didn't Suggest
Its Introduc¬

tion.

(By Associated Press.)
NEW YORK, Nov. 16..Former Gover¬

nor Odell wont on tho stand In the lnsur-
surance investigation to-day. "When «?-
ed If the Mercantile Trust charter wa*
threatened, ho dramatically exclaimed!
"There Is no truth in that, so help m·
God."
Mr. Odell denied that ho had ever <U«

rectly or Indirectly threatened to h»v*
the charter of the Mercantile Trust Com¬
pany revoked.
Before his testimony was begun Sam¬

uel Untormyer, comiso] for Jame· H.
Hyde, entered an objection protestine
against the investigation of the attain
of the United States Shipbuilding Com¬
pany by the committee.
Mr. Hughes, counsel to the committee,

began by asking Mr. Odell to tell the
facts pertaining to the MercanUle Trust
Company's charter, and the witness said
he would prefer to tell of the whole
transaction leading up to the settlement
If permitted.
Mr. Untermyer protested that if the

committee permitted this It would take,
them far outside, the legitimate line of
Inquiry. Senator Armstrong referred the
protest to Mr. Hughes, who said ho would
call to Mr, Odell's· attention "the fact
that, the matter which concerns the com¬
mittee Is simply the question whether
there was any political Influence or pres¬
sure brought to bear upon the Mercantile
Trust Company, directly or indirectly, to
induco settlement."
"There was not," saia Air, Odell.
"Will you state, governor," asked Mr.

Hughes, "whether you had" any informa¬
tion with regard to the Introduction of
a bill in the senate for the purpose of
repealing the charter of tho Mercantile
Trust Company?"
"I knew of It at the time, yes,"
"Who advised you of it."
"I knew of.it.before Its IntroducUonV.,
"From whom did you :get the infòrmà:

tien?"
"Oh, various people, as to the propriety

of tho Introduction vof such a measure."
"Did you· suggest its introductionV"
"No."
"Did you request its introduction?"
"I saw no objection to It.'-
"Did you state that you saw no objec¬

tion to the Introduction of the measure?"
"At the time It was introduced; yes."
"To whom 7"
"Oh, tc any ono who asked me; I have

forgotten." ,.

"What was the ground for that action
or approval?"
"Simply because the scandal Incident to

the shipbuilding trust was uppermost In
the people's mind and It was claimed that
tho Mercantile Trust Company had been
behind fifteen or sixteen corporations,
e\ ery ono of which had been insolvent.
And it was timo, I thought, such matters
In the State of New York should bo' stop¬
ped,"

Depew On Stand.
Senator Depew was examined with re¬

gard to h Is syndicate participation and
his duties as counsel to the Equitable So¬
ciety. Regarding tho ambnsadorshlp to
France, Senator Depew said Mr. Hyd«
came to him and solicited his influence to
secure tho appointment. Senator Depew
brought tho matter to tho attention of tho
President, although ho told Mr. Hyde that
he was too young and the President said
thnt It was utterly Impossible to make
such an appointment.
The senator advocted, in the interests of

the public, the limiting of risks under In¬
surance policios, and favored a public
audit of the accounts of companies at
stated periods by a chartered accountant.
This, he thought, would obviate many
Kults, that aro now frequently brought
for an accounting on the part of a policy-
holder.
Jüdin Ollohrlst, In charge of the se¬

curity department or the Equitable Life
Assurance Society, told of millions of
dollars In loans made at the end of the
year in the names of clerks of Kuhn,
Loob and Company, to comply -with
tho law that tho surplus Rhould be In-
vosted or to keep down the cash bal¬
li noes. No otflateral was held by the
Equitable on thOH«. loans and the oheck
which was given for these loans iva« de¬
posited In the bank and a certificate of
deposit recolvpd. The cheek, hn"-«»ver,
was never cleared, and on the flrat of
the yenr the check would be taken out
and tho certificate stirrondered. These
loans were madn at the Instance of T.
G). Jordan, former controller of the Equi¬
table.

Equitable Paid Bartenders.
Tim ownership of the Cafe Savarin -by

the Equitable waa taken up with Daniel
M Junk, secretary and treasurer of the
cefo compiiry, on the stand.
Ho said none of the management of th·

cafe received any compensation from the
proceeds of tho cafe. They were em¬

ployes of the Equitable Life, and were

paid by the society.
T. M. Balloy, in the bond and mortgage

department of the Equitable, In whose
nume a trasteo account was cairled on

the books of the society, said he waa
asked by Mr. Squire to permit tho use

of his mime for this account, but hfc
did not know its purpose. Building op¬
erations carried on under his name for
tho Equitable he could explain only on

the ground that an individual eould build
oheaper than a corporation.
Tho confmltteo adjourned until to-ntor-

row. Noxt week there will be four eae-

slons, beginning Tuesday. The week fol¬
lowing there will be but three session»!
an adjournmnt botng taken over Thanks¬
giving.

Prepared Ambler Bill.
Mr, Odell was a*ke<t to tall preci«el|r

tho facts about the introduction of lb«
Ambler bill. He replied:
"I had prepared the introduction oí

that bill and brought the who)* «hip*
building ease before Mr. Jerome,* th·
dlRtrh-t attorney of New York, end atatiM
that he liad better look Into It and «e·
whether there was anything connected
with or wiythlug in coioi-uiUoa -*uu IM «


